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Notes From the Chair... by Heiner Lieth

I would be remiss in not commenting on
the budget crisis that affects the entire uni-
versity.  As this goes to press, we have been
informed of “midyear” cuts which need to be
made.  The first round of cuts was aimed (by
the legislature) at “university research”
(a.k.a. Agricultural Experiment Station) and
“university outreach”.  We are doing what
we can to implement the wishes of the legis-
lature but face the hurdle that tenured fac-
ulty cannot be cut and outreach (such as this
publication) is our information pipeline to
you.

For the current fiscal crisis I have been
able to bring research projects into the de-
partment that replace unfunded elements
(i.e. things we need to cut) with work that is
funded.  Thus I expect to avoid staff lay-offs
this year.  Two major projects of this type are
(1) testing efficacy and phytotoxicity of
agricultural chemicals for the floriculture
and nursery industry (IR4 center) and (2)
development of field trials and demonstra-
tion gardens to compare and highlight plant
materials for use in urban horticulture in the
Central Valley.  Thus we hope to weather this
year’s crisis without the doom and gloom
that most other University departments face.

Two EH Alumni Receive College Awards
Congratulations go to Warren Roberts

(M.S. 1969), superintendent of the UC Davis
Arboretum, and Tim Metcalf (M.S. 1980),
curator of the UC Davis Botanical Conserva-
tory, who each received an Award of Dis-
tinction from the College of Agricultural and
Environmental Sciences at this year’s Col-
lege Celebration.  This award is “the highest
recognition presented by the college to in-
dividuals whose contributions and achieve-
ments enrich the image and reputation of the
college and enhance its ability to provide

public service”.
Warren Roberts has been superinten-

dent of the UC Davis Arboretum since 1972
and a major contributor to the field of horti-
culture in California and worldwide.  He is
proud of his heritage as a native Californian
and never misses a chance to credit his Kern
County ancestors with instilling in him a
lifelong love of plants.  Warren has contrib-
uted his expertise in botanical nomenclature
to such publications as The Sunset Western
Garden Book and many professional orga-
nizations including the American Associa-
tion of Botanical Gardens and Arboreta and
the International Plant Propagators’ Soci-
ety.  Warren is also a long-standing member
of the Research Advisory Committee for the

Elvenia J. Slosson Research Endowment.
Tim Metcalf manages the UC Davis

Botanical Conservatory to meet the diverse
needs of research, teaching and outreach
for the college.  The 3,600 square-foot facil-
ity houses over 3,000 plant species in more
than 150 families.  Highlights of the conser-
vatory include the Rainforest Room and the
South African Desert Room.  Tim's expertise
in managing plant collections from such
different climates has made the conserva-
tory a major attraction for Picnic Day.  Tim
and his staff conduct countless tours of the
conservatory for college classes, visiting
high school students, garden groups, alumni
and other avid plant lovers.  Visit the
conservatory's web site at:

h t tp : / /greenhouse .ucdavis .edu/
conservatory.htm

Faculty Activities
Richard Evans received a grant award of

$131,052 from CDFA-FREP   for “Determina-
tion of nursery crops yields, nutrient con-
tent, and water use for improvement of water
and fertilizer use efficiency”. Evans also
received a grant of $101,948, with Wes
Hackett and Ken Giles, from UC-DANR for
“Improvement of methods for vegetative
propagation of California native plants”.

Loren Oki has joined the faculty of the
Environmental Horticulture and Landscape
Architecture departments as UCCE Assis-
tant Specialist for Landscape Horticulture.
For more information, read the article about
Loren on page 2.

Greg McPherson was an invited ple-
nary speaker at the IUFRO European Re-
gional Conference “Forestry Serving Ur-
banized Societies” held in Copenhagen,
Denmark August 27-30. His paper was en-
titled “Municipal forestry benefit-cost analy-
sis: a comparison of Modesto and Santa
Monica, California.” Also, Greg attended
the first editorial board meeting for Urban
Forestry & Urban Greening, a new refer-
eed, international journal.

Student News
Tom Rambo was awarded a Student

Scholarship to give a poster presentation of
his dissertation research, entitled “Ecology
of an Arboreal Forage Lichen” at the Sierra
Nevada Science Symposium the week of
October 7th. The symposium, held at Lake
Tahoe’s North Tahoe Conference Center,
focused on “Science for Management and
Conservation” of Sierra Nevada resources.

In addition to his own dissertation re-
search and studies as Michael Barbour’s
and Malcolm North’s PhD student, Tom
Rambo has begun moonlighting as a post-
graduate researcher for David Rizzo’s lab.
Tom’s expertise in working in forest cano-
pies is being tapped to extend that lab group’s
“sudden oak death” research into redwood
forest canopy to address questions con-
cerning the dispersal capabilities of the im-
plicated pathogen Phytophthora ramorum.

Visiting Scholars
Robert Savé and Feli de Herralde, from

the Institut de Recerca i Technologia
Agroalimentaries in Spain, visited EH in
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Warren Roberts

Heiner
Text Box
Reports, Regular #43



  Volume 6, Number 4, Page 6                                       Fall 2002

Winter Seminar Series at EH
Beginning in January 2003, EH will

present another series of seminars given by
faculty, visiting scholars and staff (see the
schedule below).  The seminars will be held
on Mondays from 4:00 - 5:00 PM in Room 146
at the Environmental Horticulture complex.
Students may enroll in the series as ENH 290
with CRN: 83324.  The seminars are free and
open to the public so please join us if you are
in the area. GP

October to continue collaborative research
on restoration horticulture with Richard
Evans, Truman Young, and Michael
Barbour. UC-DANR and the Catalonian
government fund the project.

Staff Endeavors
Kacey Donovan, administrative assis-

tant for Michael Reid, ANR’s Program Leader
for Agricultural Productivity, recently cel-
ebrated ten years of service with UC.  During
her career, Kacey has also worked as a Staff
Research Associate in the Animal Science
Department.  Congratulations, Kacey!

Congratulations are also in order for
Jing Guo Chen, principal agricultural tech-
nician for EH, who recently received his ten-
year service award.  Jing Guo came to UC
Davis in 1989 as a visiting scholar, working
with Lin Wu.  He became a member of EH’s
greenhouse staff in 1994 and completed a

certificate in Computer Science in his spare
time last year.

Staff Research Associate Linda Dodge
and EH alum Tim Lukaszewski spent five
weeks in China teaching English at an agri-
cultural college in Liaoning Province.  They
also toured the garden cities of Suzhou,
Hangzhou and Wuxi and saw the sights of
Shanghai and Beijing.  Be sure to check out
her photos on page 4.

Environmental Horticulture Seminar Series Winter Quarter 2003
Mondays 4 pm to 5 pm EH Room 146
Date Speaker Seminar Title

Jan 6 Ayzik Solomeshch Unlocking the Mysterious Secret of California Grasslands:
Reconstructing Pre-European Plant Communities

Jan 13 Linda Dodge Touring Gardens in China

Jan 20 holiday no seminar

Jan 27 Kat Andersen The Ethnoecology of the Salinan Tribe of the Central Coast
of California

Feb 3 Felicity Johnson Studying Corolla Senescence in Mirabilis jalapa

Feb10 Jim Harding Flower Production and Quality in Greenhouse Gerbera

Feb 17 holiday no seminar

Feb 24 Don Durzan Nitric oxide, Death, and Taxus

Mar 3 Malcolm North The Influence of Fire, Light and El Nino on Sierra Nevada
Forests

Mar 10 Lisa de Jong Application of Urban Forestry to Fire Management at the
Urban-Wildland Interface

Linda and
Tim with
some of
their 300
students at
Liaoning
Agricultural
College,
China
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